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English Learners
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If They Build It, They Will Learn

Step 1: Think about your strengths as a teacher

Step 2: Build with pipe stems or Legos
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Agenda
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Learning Targets

• Learn about the WIDA Key Language Uses and 

Modes of Communication and where to find them in 

the WIDA Frameworks

• Learn where to find WIDA Standards Associations

• Learn about Velocity activities and where to 

locate them

• Explore strategies from Inspire to specifically 

support English Learners
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WIDA Key Language Uses and Modes 
of Communication

On the slides to 

come, where you 

see these graphics – 

think of what uses or 

modes the strategy 

incorporates.

https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/WIDA-ELD-Standards-
Framework-2020.pdf

https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/WIDA-ELD-Standards-Framework-2020.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/WIDA-ELD-Standards-Framework-2020.pdf
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Give Velocity a Try
The best way to explain what Velocity is, is to give it a try.

Kindergarten
American

Symbols

1st Grade
Landforms

2nd Grade
Jimmy Carter

3rd Grade
Major River
Mapping

4th Grade
The Boston
Massacre
Image 
Analysis

5th Grade
A Flashcard 
Activity
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How do I find Velocity activities?

Go to your grade/course, 

then choose your unit.

Velocity lessons are 

in the purple band.
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Why Velocity?
Velocity is an app within the Inspire platform 

where teachers can create, assign, and share 

student facing activities that can be 

automatically or teacher graded for accuracy 

and completion. https://inspire.gadoe.org/

Teachers can:

• Create and assign their own lessons

• Modify and assign existing lessons to 

differentiate for their own students

• Share student facing activities/lessons with 

other teachers

or scaffolded 
lessons with 

multiple 
exercises

Create individual 
activities

https://inspire.gadoe.org/
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Exploring Content
Allow students to research and explore content in a variety of formats.

Text To Speech (TTS) provides reading supports for learners.

The content presented to students for exploration AND the interactive 

activity provide students an opportunity to build fluency and show their 

thinking in a variety of methods—Speaking, Writing, Illustrating, Reading, 

and Listening (SWIRL).
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Showing Student Thinking 
Create a variety of different activities to meet 
the needs of all students.
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Earning Stars

Velocity can check student responses for 
completeness and accuracy or send 
responses to teacher to score.
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Analyze Student Results Data

Teachers receive valuable student mastery data for every 
activity and across the unit of instruction
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Where is Velocity?
Find pre-created Velocity activities by selecting a 

grade/course.

1. Click the “Course Resources” tab. Velocity 

activities for the course are below lessons.

2. Selected an individual unit, Velocity activities 

tied to that unit will show on the “Lessons & 

Resources” section.

3. Teachers can create their own Velocity 

activities in the “My Resource Collections” 

section of a grade/course by selecting 

“Create.”
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Where to find the WIDA Language 
Associations
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Social Studies Supports

Instructional resources and supports 
applicable for social studies 

instruction K-12.

Take this video tour for WIDA Associations to Social Studies contents standards.

https://youtu.be/q0vTaKyj43g


Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 17

Social Studies Supports

Instructional resources 
and supports for 
English Learners

Find a repository of 

supports, strategies, 

and resources 

specifically for your 

English Learners in the 

Inspire Social Studies 

Support bubble 

https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/45.0000/0
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Your 
Assignment

Heart- Reflect something felt by 
the heart- something you love.

I loved…

Spade- Share something that was 
dug up during the day.  I didn’t 
know…

Diamond- Identify something that 
was precious or valuable. I can’t 
wait to…

Club- Consider something that 
will grow in the future.  I want to 
know more about…
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Schema and Vocab

• Alternate experiences

• Alternate perspectives
• “Oh, you mean The 

Rebellion.”

• Leverage community’

• Ask students

• Picture word wall

• Picture dictionaries

• Pictorial schema

• Video

• Audio
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Schema and Vocab

Boston

tea

Tea party Tea crates
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What ELA Skills Are You Working On?

• Reading
• Meaning from context
• Vocabulary acquisition

• Sentence structure
• Parts of speech
• Drawing conclusions

• Making inferences
• Citing evidence

• Writing
• Sentence structure
• Main idea

• Supporting details
• Persuasive, informational, 

narrative
• Fact/fiction/opinion

• Point of view
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Primary Sources

Stampedes
Andy Adams describes trying to turn a 
stampede:
“… the cattle tore with a crashing of brush 
and a rattle of horns that sent a chill up and 
down my spine. But there was no time to 
hesitate, for our horses were in the thicket, 
and with the herd closing in on us there was 
no alternative but to go through it, every man 
for himself. I gave (my horse) a free rein, 
shutting my eyes and clutching both cantle 
and pommel to hold my seat; … and tore 
through the thicket, in places higher than my 
head, and came out in an open space 
considerably in the lead of the cattle.”

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3683
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Annotation Conversations

Annotations:
• Impressions

• Connections

• Questions

Partner A Partner B

Turn & Talk Ideas:
• Impressions, 

connections, 
questions

• Illustrate thinking

• Reflection 
questions

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3683
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Annotation Conversations Annotations:
• Impressions

• Connections

• Questions
Partner A Partner B

Turn & Talk:
• How did your partner 

clarify your thinking?
• How did your partner 

expand your 
understanding?

• What did you agree with?

• What did you disagree 
with?

• What questions do you 
have?
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Image Analysis
“To be true to ourselves, we must 

be true to others.”

“The measure of a society is found 
in how they treat their weakest and 

most helpless citizens.”

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3298
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Image Analysis

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3298
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Text Analysis

Drownings
Andy Adams
“But the majestic grandeur of the river 
was apparent on every hand, - with its 
red, bluff banks, the sediment of its red 
waters marking the timber along its 
course, while the driftwood, lodged in 
trees and high on the banks, indicated 
what might be expected when she 
became sportive or angry. That she was 
merciless was evident, for although this 
crossing had been in use only a year or 
two when we forded, yet five graves, 
one of which was less than ten days 
made, attested her disregard for human 
life.

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3683
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Talk to a neighbor. 
Would you like to 

be there? 
Why or why not?

Could you write 
for one minute?

“Wish you were here”?

https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/45.0060/3
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This or That – Civic Discourse
Ruby Bridges Rosa Parks

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3298
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Silent Debate (Hint: There may be writing involved!)

Oh, the many ways we can “talk”

• Desktops

• Anchor charts

• Jamboards

• Flipgrids

• Padlet

Who was 
more…?

“Place” is 
the 

best…?

“___” is 
the best 
holiday

Should the 
US Enter 
the War

Was the Line 
of 

Proclamation 
wrong?

Would you have 
gone (West, cattle 

trails, space?)

Is TV 
good or 

bad?

Is 
Thanksgiving 

Accurate?

Should 
we 

have…?

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/11996


Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 31

Language Expectations – SS or ELA?

What’s the same?
What’s different?
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Debate Carousel
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Writing Supports
• Think, pair, share, write

• Collaborative writing

• Pre-write activities - Build it with Legos 
then write

• Create a visual bubble then write

• Video capture your thoughts then write

• Foldables

• Writing prompts / frames: I read ____ 
and that made me think ____

• I agree with the author because in the 
text _____

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3436
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Illustrating, 
Writing, and Social 
Studies
• Bingo Boards

• Visual / interactive journal 
reflection and response with 
evidence from text.

• Propaganda posters

• Story boards

• Makebeliefscomix.com

• Scrap books

• choice

• Frayer Models

• Concept maps

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3300
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Focus on Character Traits
SSKCG2 Describe examples of positive character traits 
exhibited by good citizens such as honesty, patriotism, 
courtesy, respect, pride, and self-control.

ELAGSEKRL3 With prompting and support, identify 
characters, settings, and major events in a story.

SS1CG1 Describe how the historical figures in SS1H1a 
display positive character traits such as: fairness, respect 
for others, respect for the environment, courage, equality, 
tolerance, perseverance, and commitment. 

ELAGSE1RL3 Describe characters, settings, and major 
events in a story, using key details.

SS2CG3 Give examples of how the historical figures in 
SS2H1 demonstrate positive citizenship traits such as: 
honesty, dependability, trustworthiness, honor, civility, 
good sportsmanship, patience, and compassion.

ELAGSE2RL3 Describe how characters in a story 
respond to major events and challenges.

• Talk about character traits as you read

• Compare character traits to the historic figures 
named in your grade level standards
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Sentence Expansion & Patterning
Articles Adjectives Nouns Verbs Adverbs Prepositional 

Phrases

The funny

quiet

shy

evil

man laughed loudly

secretly

softly

maniacally

with his friends.

to himself.

under his breath.

with his snake.
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Let’s Debrief
Heart- Reflect something felt by 
the heart- something you love.

I loved…

Spade- Share something that was 
dug up during the day.  I didn’t 
know…

Diamond- Identify something that 
was precious or valuable. I can’t 
wait to…

Club- Consider something that 
will grow in the future.  I want to 
know more about…
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Resources
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Inspire https://inspire.gadoe.org/ 

https://inspire.gadoe.org/
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Inspire Supports – bring in other 
slides
https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3683

• Document analysis organizers

• Chunking the text: 
https://youtu.be/Tr5tfRXATIo 

• Close read

• Topic sentence read

• Collaborative read

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3683
https://youtu.be/Tr5tfRXATIo
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Source Sets and Connections
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Source Sets and Connections

https://www.911memorial.org/learn/resource
s/oral-histories 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zj6rMcVNQbw 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=EHDe0NPXjOI https://www.911memorial.org/visit/about-your-visit/learn-and-

explore-home/interactive-museum-experience 

https://www.911memorial.org/learn/resources/oral-histories
https://www.911memorial.org/learn/resources/oral-histories
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zj6rMcVNQbw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHDe0NPXjOI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHDe0NPXjOI
https://www.911memorial.org/visit/about-your-visit/learn-and-explore-home/interactive-museum-experience
https://www.911memorial.org/visit/about-your-visit/learn-and-explore-home/interactive-museum-experience
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Hashtag, Caption, Headline

• Choose an image

• Create a hashtag, headline, or caption
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Where to find great Social Studies titles…

• Notable Tradebooks in Social Studies –

     https://www.socialstudies.org/publications/notables

     Book list for each year with title, brief description, publisher

• Carter Woodson Award Winners -   

     https://www.socialstudies.org/awards/woodson/winners

     Winners from each year:  title, cover, publisher 

• Georgia Council for Social Studies – Children’s Literature 
page       

http://www.gcss.net/site/page/view/childrens-literature  

     Specific to Georgia standards:  title, some brief     
descriptions

https://www.socialstudies.org/publications/notables
https://www.socialstudies.org/awards/woodson/winners
http://www.gcss.net/site/page/view/childrens-literature
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Accessibility

Can everyone in the 
classroom participate?

• Comprehensible input

• Accessible output
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https://inspire.gadoe.org/user-files/de8dfe15-6360-439d-92a4-51a1e48fcace.pdf
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Digital Illustrated 
Storytelling

• https://makebeliefscomix.com/

• https://www.storyboardthat.com/ 

• Or unplugged

https://makebeliefscomix.com/
https://www.storyboardthat.com/
https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3436
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Taking the Conversation to Paper

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3436
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We are Better Together! Come and See!

GaDOE ELA 
& Literacy

Social 
Studies
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Be Part of Our Community

Twitter | GaDOE_SS, GaDOEELA

Facebook | GADOE Social Studies

Instagram | gadoesocialstudies

YouTube | Tiny Videos
Looking for “Bite Sized” Instructional Ideas and Resources? 
GaDOE Social Studies has just what you are looking for.  Check 
out our tiny video playlist for quick one-to-three-minute videos 
modeling best practices and resources for your inquiry based 
Social Studies classroom.

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLblIuR1ArRWtJYz3XUKdyT-sgCqxuxUkQ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLblIuR1ArRWtJYz3XUKdyT-sgCqxuxUkQ
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Dive into an Ocean of English 
Learner Supports: 

Feedback Survey

March 13 - 14, 2023

Nancy Balaun
Nancy.Balaun@doe.k12.ga.us

Asha Jassani
Asha.Jassani@doe.k12.ga.us 

 

mailto:Nancy.Balaun@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:Asha.Jassani@doe.k12.ga.us
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