
Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 1

Dive into an Ocean of Supports for 
Teaching ELA and Social Studies: 

Teaching Strategies to Support 
English Learners

March 13 - 14, 2023

Attendance 
forms.office.com/r/SiByrkbz6v
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Nancy Balaun
GaDOE Education Program Specialist, Social Studies/ESOL
Curriculum and Instruction
Teaching and Learning
Georgia Department of Education
Nancy.Balaun@doe.k12.ga.us 

Asha Jassani
GaDOE  ELA/ESOL Education Program Specialist
Curriculum and Instruction
Teaching and Learning
Georgia Department of Education
Asha.Jassani@doe.k12.ga.us 

Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | YouTube

Your Presenters
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mailto:Asha.Jassani@doe.k12.ga.us
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FGADOE-Social-Studies-1752493035008146%2F&data=04%7C01%7CNancy.Balaun%40doe.k12.ga.us%7Cfdea4d1101a540d9850e08d9e1bfe515%7C1aa55c8303434ecbbd39bd7f43876bd7%7C0%7C0%7C637789036575571571%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=zKzxvyS%2FkNjmNkv7mS%2BSiM4TKmi0lfBfMwJ6n2iQymU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FGaDOE_SS&data=04%7C01%7CNancy.Balaun%40doe.k12.ga.us%7Cfdea4d1101a540d9850e08d9e1bfe515%7C1aa55c8303434ecbbd39bd7f43876bd7%7C0%7C0%7C637789036575571571%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=mL5jG2ZN5ylXdkHEz%2FRozG5odOEKvtt39yPStNH84lg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fgadoesocialstudies%2F&data=04%7C01%7CNancy.Balaun%40doe.k12.ga.us%7Cfdea4d1101a540d9850e08d9e1bfe515%7C1aa55c8303434ecbbd39bd7f43876bd7%7C0%7C0%7C637789036575571571%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=GhMLW451SAoUH0PtJuInh6GyGCslyi%2FvX47epld3%2BA4%3D&reserved=0
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Icebreaker
Step 2: 
Think of a #hashtag 
or headline

Step 1: 
Choose an image

Step 3: 
Type it in chat (don’t 
include picture number)
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Historical Context
Step 2: 
Think of a #hashtag 
or headline

Step 1: 
Choose an image

Step 3: 
Type it in chat (include 
picture number)
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Agenda
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Learning Targets
• Learn about the WIDA Key Language Uses and 

Modes of Communication and where to find them in 
the WIDA Frameworks

• Learn where to find WIDA Standards Associations
• Learn about Velocity activities and where to 

locate them
• Explore strategies from Inspire to specifically 

support English Learners
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WIDA Key Language Uses and Modes 
of Communication

On the slides to 
come, where you 

see these graphics – 
think of what uses or 
modes the strategy 

incorporates.

https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/WIDA-ELD-Standards-
Framework-2020.pdf

https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/WIDA-ELD-Standards-Framework-2020.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/WIDA-ELD-Standards-Framework-2020.pdf


Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 8

Give Velocity a Try
The best way to explain what Velocity is, is to give it a try.

8th grade
Exploring 

the Fall Line

Vocabulary
Flashcards

American
Government

Civil vs. 
Criminal

US History
WWI 
Vocabulary

World 
History
The Day 
the Wall
Came Down

World 
Geography
Settlement 
Patterns of 
North America
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How do I find Velocity activities?

Go to your grade/course, 
then choose your unit.

Velocity lessons are 
in the purple band.
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Exploring Content
Allow students to research and explore content in a variety of formats.

Text To Speech (TTS) provides reading supports for learners.

The content presented to students for exploration AND the interactive 
activity provide students an opportunity to build fluency and show their 
thinking in a variety of methods—Speaking, Writing, Illustrating, Reading, 
and Listening (SWIRL).
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Analyze Student Results Data
Teachers receive valuable student mastery data for every 
activity and across the unit of instruction
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Where to find the WIDA Language 
Associations
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Social Studies Supports

Instructional resources and supports 
applicable for social studies 

instruction K-12.

Take this video tour for WIDA Associations to Social Studies contents standards.

https://youtu.be/q0vTaKyj43g
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Social Studies Supports

Instructional resources 
and supports for 
English Learners

Find a repository of 
supports, strategies, 

and resources 
specifically for your 

English Learners in the 
Inspire Social Studies 

Support bubble 

https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/45.0000/0
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Your 
Assignment

Heart- Reflect something felt by 
the heart- something you love.
I loved…
Spade- Share something that was 
dug up during the day.  I didn’t 
know…
Diamond- Identify something that 
was precious or valuable. I can’t 
wait to…
Club- Consider something that 
will grow in the future.  I want to 
know more about…
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Schema and Vocab

Boston

tea

Tea party Tea crates
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What Language Skills Will ELs Need?

• Reading
• Meaning from context
• Vocabulary acquisition
• Sentence structure
• Parts of speech
• Drawing conclusions
• Making inferences
• Citing evidence

• Writing
• Sentence structure
• Main idea
• Supporting details
• Persuasive, informational, 

narrative
• Fact/fiction/opinion
• Point of view
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Primary 
Sources People were walking around stunned 

and quiet. A crowd gathered outside a 
smoke shop that had set up a TV on the 
sidewalk, broadcasting the news. Twelve 
blocks up from my apartment at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital, the street was 
cordoned off and the sidewalk was full 
of medical personnel and office chairs 
covered with white sheets, ready to 
serve as a triage area. Ambulances were 
unloading the wounded, but the office 
chairs remained empty and the scores of 
doctors and nurses standing around had 
nothing to do but drink sodas and smoke 
cigarettes as they waited for the scores 
of survivors that never came.

Diary of a 9/11 Nobody 
An eyewitness 
account from NYC’s
lockdown zone
By Louise Sloan '88
September 10th, 2021

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3683
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Annotation Conversations
Annotations:

• Impressions
• Connections
• Questions

Partner A Partner B

Turn & Talk Ideas:
• Impressions, 

connections, 
questions

• Illustrate thinking
• Reflection 

questions

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3683
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Annotation Conversations Annotations:
• Impressions
• Connections
• Questions

Partner A Partner B

Turn & Talk:
• How did your partner 

clarify your thinking?
• How did your partner 

expand your 
understanding?

• What did you agree with?
• What did you disagree 

with?
• What questions do you 

have?
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Image Analysis
“To be true to ourselves, we must 

be true to others.”

“The measure of a society is found 
in how they treat their weakest and 

most helpless citizens.”

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3298
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Image Analysis

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3298
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Image Analysis

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3298
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Image 
Analysis
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Talk to your table 
group. Would you 
like to be there? 

Why or why not – 
using evidence 

from the photos? 

“Wish you 
were here”?

https://inspire.gadoe.org/collection/45.0060/3
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Talk to your table 
group. Would you 
like to be there? 
Why or why not 
using evidence 

from the quotes? 

“Wish you 
were here”?

“Beautiful, beautiful. Magnificent desolation.” 
— NASA astronaut Buzz Aldrin as he followed 
Armstrong onto the moon’s surface

•“I think we're going to the moon because it's in the 
nature of the human being to face challenges. It's by 
the nature of his deep inner soul ... we're required to 
do these things just as salmon swim upstream.” -
Apollo mission press conference, 1969

•“I remember on the trip home on Apollo 11 it suddenly 
struck me that that tiny pea, pretty and blue, was the 
Earth. I put up my thumb and shut one eye, and my 
thumb blotted out the planet Earth. I didn't feel like a 
giant. I felt very, very small.” - quoted in The People’s 
Almanac, 1975

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_h8HCdV1oI
https://books.google.com/books/about/The_People_s_Almanac.html?id=syhNAQAAIAAJ
https://books.google.com/books/about/The_People_s_Almanac.html?id=syhNAQAAIAAJ
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Try to come to a 
consensus and write 

a brief paragraph 
persuading us to go 

or stay here on 
Earth?

“Wish you 
were here”?
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This or That – Civic Discourse
Air Pollution Rainforest Deforestation

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3298


Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 29

This or That – Civic Discourse
Martin Luther King Jr. John Lewis

Who had a greater impact in Georgia?
What do you need to provide?

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3298
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Silent Debate (Hint: There may be writing involved!)
Oh, the many ways we can “talk”

• Desktops
• Anchor charts
• Jamboards
• Flipgrids
• Padlet

Who was 
more…?

“Place” is 
the 

best…?

“___” is 
the best 
holiday

Should the 
US Enter 
the War

Was the Line 
of 

Proclamation 
wrong?

Would you have 
gone (West, cattle 

trails, space?)

Is TV 
good or 

bad?

Is 
Thanksgiving 

Accurate?

Should 
we 

have…?

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/11996
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Debate Carousel
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Let’s Debrief Heart- Reflect something felt by 
the heart- something you love.
I loved…
Spade- Share something that was 
dug up during the day.  I didn’t 
know…
Diamond- Identify something that 
was precious or valuable. I can’t 
wait to…
Club- Consider something that 
will grow in the future.  I want to 
know more about…
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Resources
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Digital Illustrated 
Storytelling
• https://makebeliefscomix.com/
• https://www.storyboardthat.com/ 
• Or unplugged

https://makebeliefscomix.com/
https://www.storyboardthat.com/
https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3436
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Inspire https://inspire.gadoe.org/ 

https://inspire.gadoe.org/
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Inspire Supports - bring in other slides
https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3683

• Document analysis organizers
• Chunking the text: 

https://youtu.be/Tr5tfRXATIo 

• Close read
• Topic sentence read
• Collaborative read

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3683
https://youtu.be/Tr5tfRXATIo
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Source Sets and Connections

https://www.911memorial.org/learn/resource
s/oral-histories 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zj6rMcVNQbw 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=EHDe0NPXjOI https://www.911memorial.org/visit/about-your-

visit/learn-and-explore-home/interactive-
museum-experience 

https://www.911memorial.org/learn/resources/oral-histories
https://www.911memorial.org/learn/resources/oral-histories
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zj6rMcVNQbw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHDe0NPXjOI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHDe0NPXjOI
https://www.911memorial.org/visit/about-your-visit/learn-and-explore-home/interactive-museum-experience
https://www.911memorial.org/visit/about-your-visit/learn-and-explore-home/interactive-museum-experience
https://www.911memorial.org/visit/about-your-visit/learn-and-explore-home/interactive-museum-experience
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Accessibility
Can everyone in the 
classroom participate?

• Comprehensible input
• Accessible output
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https://inspire.gadoe.org/user-files/de8dfe15-6360-439d-92a4-51a1e48fcace.pdf
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Taking the Conversation to Paper
Concept Map Organizers

https://inspire.gadoe.org/lesson/3300
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We are Better Together! Come and See!

GaDOE ELA 
& Literacy

Social 
Studies
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Be Part of Our Community

Twitter | GaDOE_SS, GaDOEELA

Facebook | GADOE Social Studies

Instagram | gadoesocialstudies

YouTube | Tiny Videos
Looking for “Bite Sized” Instructional Ideas and Resources? 
GaDOE Social Studies has just what you are looking for.  Check 
out our tiny video playlist for quick one-to-three-minute videos 
modeling best practices and resources for your inquiry based 
Social Studies classroom.

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLblIuR1ArRWtJYz3XUKdyT-sgCqxuxUkQ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLblIuR1ArRWtJYz3XUKdyT-sgCqxuxUkQ
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Dive into an Ocean of English 
Learner Supports: 

Feedback Survey
March 13 - 14, 2023

Nancy Balaun
Nancy.Balaun@doe.k12.ga.us

Asha Jassani
Asha.Jassani@doe.k12.ga.us 
 

mailto:Nancy.Balaun@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:Asha.Jassani@doe.k12.ga.us
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Dive into an Ocean of English 
Learner Supports: 

The Goodies
March 13 - 14, 2023

Nancy Balaun
Nancy.Balaun@doe.k12.ga.us

Asha Jassani
Asha.Jassani@doe.k12.ga.us 
 

mailto:Nancy.Balaun@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:Asha.Jassani@doe.k12.ga.us
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