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Learning 
Targets Increase knowledge and confidence 

in supporting MLs in reading

Walk away with resources and 
strategies to implement right away



Systematic and 
Explicit Instruction



Phonemic Awareness
• Sounds! No letters.

• Multisensory approaches

• “Don’t die on the hill of rhyming.”

• From initial sound, final sound, 

blending, substituting

• Compare with L1s. Explicitly 

connect similarities/ differences

• (Heggerty, also included in UFLI 

lessons)



Phonology

• Sound wall- instead of word wall

• Teach skills explicitly and in progression 
from easiest to hardest with spiral review

• Compare with L1s. Explicitly connect 
similarities/ differences

https://ufli.education.ufl.edu/foundations/toolbox/



Heart Words





Decodable Text

• Explicitly teaches phonics skill.

• Includes practice with new skills, 

reviews previous skills.

• Includes some explicitly taught 

heart words.

***Must scaffold vocabulary 

for MLs!***





Encoding
• Daily dictation- letters, to words, to phrases, to sentences.

• Whole group or differentiate in small groups.

• Spiral skills. Practice, not mastery.

• Have students tap out, draw lines, attempt- then guide by 

writing it on Smart Board and having students correct and 

hold up white boards.

• *Differentiate by having sound boxes for encoding scaffold.





Effective Vocabulary Instruction for MLs

1. Provide rich and varied language 

experience.

2. Teach individual words.

3. Teach word-learning strategies.

4. Foster word consciousness 

(awareness of and interest in words).

(Essential Linguistics, Freeman & Freeman, 2014)

We are “suspicious.”



Broad and Deep Vocabulary Instruction

Language Acquisition
Incidental (Read-aloud, Conversation)
Broad

Language Learning
Explicit Instruction
Deep



Choosing Vocabulary Words
Tier 1  (High-Frequency Words)
Everyday, familiar words (Level 1,2,3)

Tier 2 (Low-Frequency Words)
Most important to teach in-depth

Look for common words across subjects and multi-meaning words

Scaffold for 1-3, 4-6 explicit instruction

Tier 3 (Academic Vocabulary)
Content words- Scaffold for 1-4, 5-6 explicit instruction

Brief definitions, in context.

Wherever possible, connect to students’ home languages! 

LETRS Unit 5



Translanguaging: Connecting to L1



More Translanguaging…



Teaching Vocabulary Words

Interactive 
Book 
Reading

1. Identify 1-3 Target Vocabulary Words to introduce 

BEFORE reading.

2. Introduce words with props, pictures, or actions

3. Use words students know when defining the word. 

(Tie to L1).

4. Ask students questions that will target the word.

5. Read the story, pausing to use open-ended 

prompts and questions.

6. Expand on student responses by rephrasing, 

elaborating or completing them.

LETRS Unit 5- p.20 

(Vadasy & Nelson, 2012)



Interactive Read Aloud



















Pause and Reflect



Making Connections

• Weekends with “class pets” and 

bilingual books and journal.

• Culturally sustaining, “Mirror 

and Windows” texts



Take Vocabulary to New Heights

Picture Word Inductive Model

(PWIM)

The PWIM is a process to teach 

content-specific vocabulary and 

simple sentence formation.

Retrieved and adapted from #111. Using PWIM to support SIFE 

learners - TanKHuynh

https://tankhuynh.com/pwim/


Step 1: Select a highly detailed content-related image. 

Image from Dreamers by Yuyi Morales



The hair 

The butterfly

The dog

The baby The mom

Step 2: Label NOUNS.



The hair blows.

The butterfly flies.

The dog 

took.

The baby rides. The mom reads.

Step 3: Label verbs.



The hair blows in the wind. 

The butterfly flies off 

the page.

The dog 

took

the book.

The baby rides in the stroller. The mom reads to the baby.

Step 4: Label details.



Resources 
https://bit.ly/3v5PT5s 
● UFLI Sound Walls
● UFLI Heart Words
● UFLI Decodable Readers
● UFLI Roll and Reads
● Growing set of Vocab Slides
● PAST Assessment
● CORE Phonics Assessment
● PWIM
● Interactive Read Alouds
● Phonics for MLs lessons with 

environmental print
● First Book Marketplace for 

Multicultural/bilingual texts
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Thanks!
Do you have any questions?

Whitney.Sutherland@cobbk12.org
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